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What was the slave trade and what was Britain’s 
part in it?

These were our initial 
ideas about what slavery 
was and why it was seen 

as necessary.

Black people were a 
commodity so the triangular 
trade kept happening, they 

were treated as goods to get 
more goods.

We created board games 
with 16 questions about the 

slave trade and Britain's 
involvement – we needed to 
produce rules for our game 
and have them evaluated.

I found it hard to learn 
of the conditions on the 

British ships and that 
20% of people didn’t 
survive the journey



Where did the slaves come from and go to?

When Charles II became King of England in 1660 he 
changed the way black slaves were traded. The Royal 
African Company was set up in 1672, and it was the only 
company allowed to trade in enslaved people across the 
western coast of Africa. “This powerful, royal-led business 
enslaved more people than any other British company in 
history.” (Olusoga 2020:43) 

The trade made 
European people – 

including Britons – very 
wealthy. They took Black 
Africans to the Americas 
and European colonies.



What were slave auctions like and what did it feel 
like to be a slave?

Children were sold 
as commodities, 
they must have 
been so scared!

If slaves were not sold at 
an auction, they were sold 
at a scrabble which means 

they were grabbed at 
when they were bid on.



What was life like of the transportation ships?

We wrote a formal letter 
demonstrating the horrible 

conditions the enslaved 
people experienced.

The enslaved people were 
not treated with respect, it 
is very sad. They were put 

in cramped, unhygienic 
conditions.



How did the slave 
trade end?

Although William 
Wilberforce did his part to 
help end slavery it was not 

due to his campaign alone, it 
was also because it was not 

profitable anymore.
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