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Studying the work of 
Henri Matisse 



Art. 
Still life painting inspired by Henri Matisse’s 

painting ‘Daisies’ 
For our first lesson, after learning about the 
life of Henri Matisse, the children chose 
objects to put on the table to paint, then 
mixed colours and used their observation skills 
to create their own still life painting based on 
the early work of Henri Matisse. 
 “We chose different 

objects to put on our 
table to paint. We had 
flowers the same as 
Matisse though.” 
 
 

“I like bright colours like 
Matisse.” 
 
 
 
 

“When I mix up different 
colours I make new colours!” 
 
 
 



Art 
Collage turtles inspired by Henri Matisse’s ‘The Snail’ 

After recreating ‘The Snail’ from ripping coloured card in our 2nd 
lesson, the children developed their skills to create a turtle using 
the ripping technique on tissue paper.  

We showed lots of enthusiasm for learning! 
 

Our finished pieces. 
 

“Collage is fun and 
relaxing.” 
 
 
 

“It’s good to learn ripping 
instead of using scissors all 
the time. It’s interesting.” 
 

“I’m proud of 
my work!” 
 



Art 
Cut out pictures inspired by Henri Matisse. 

 
After studying Matisse’s cut out pictures, where he used a 
variety of bright colours and shapes, similar to those in the 
earlier pieces we studied, the children chose a piece of 
coloured card for their background and then selected a 
range of coloured  shapes to create their own images. 

“Some shapes are 
easier to cut out than 
others!” 
 

“I like that he uses bright 
colours. It makes me feel 
happy!” 
 

“Art is fun!” 
 
 
 
 



Art 
Paper weaving 

For our final lesson we took our new paper 
manipulative skills and turned them to weaving. 
We chose different colours to create a woven mat. 
Everyone concentrated so hard the room was silent! 
 
 
 
 

“I’m making a repeated 
pattern!” 

 
 

“You have to concentrate to make 
sure you go under and over to make 
a pattern.” 
 
 

“I like that we have learnt lots of 
different ways to use paper in art.” 
 
 
 

“Weaving is harder 
than I thought. It 
needs lots of thinking 
time.” 
 
 




